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The new school year is off to a great start!  Students in Grades 1-12 arrived on Tuesday, September 2nd while 

kindergartners met with their teachers for one-to-one kindergarten screening sessions on September 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

in preparation for the start of their school year on Friday, September 5th!  Supplies were plentiful, pencils 

sharpened and students, teachers and administrators had that glow of anticipation on their faces during the first 

week of school! 

 

 New Teacher Orientation is a traditional day of welcome for our new professional faculty members.  Held on 

August 21st this summer, the agenda for the day included a meeting with our district’s administrators, an 

overview of our district’s mission, vision and values and then meetings related to district technology and 

human resources.  The Somers Faculty Association welcomed its newest members and treated them and 

honored guests to a wonderful luncheon.  This day matches the warm and respectful culture we have here in the 

Somers Central School District and helps our new hires know that they made the right decision in joining us in 

our work! 

 

 

 

 

Primrose:  Ms. Haidee Anaya, Dr. Emma Duran, PT School 

Psychologist,  Ms. Jenna Prisco, Special Education Teacher, Ms. 

Katie Cormier, School Counselor, Mrs. Katie Winter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIS:  Mrs. Stacey Elconin, Ms. Alexandria Todorov, School 

Counselor, Mr. Michael Maino, Strings Teacher, Mr. John 

Griffiths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMS: Mr. Jeff Getman, Ms. Charleen Vasilevsky, Special 

Education Teacher (LR), Mr. Michael Maino, Strings Teacher, 

Mr. Paul Riley, Band/Music Teacher,  Ms. Amanda Gibbons, 

World Languages Teacher (LR) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SHS: Mr. Mark Bayer, Ms. Emily Hicks, Biology Teacher, Mr. 

Matthew Ridgeway, Science and Special Education Teacher, Mr. Phil 

Campbell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 New Curriculum Initiatives - On our path of continuous improvement and resource renewal, the following 

new programs or materials have been put into place: 

K-2:   Fundations in Grade 2 (previous year implemented in grades K-1) 

  Science 21 in Grades K and 1 (previous year implemented in grade 2) 

Everyday Math 4 – Newly revised materials – in line with CCLS and inclusive of online 

components 

Writing Units of Study New Materials, Mentor Texts and Assessments 

3-5:     Science 21 in Grade 3 

  Writing Units of Study New Materials, Mentor Texts and Assessments 

6-8:   New Math Resources – McGraw Hill Glencoe Math 6-8 and Algebra 

9-12: New Math Resources – McGraw Hill Glencoe Algebra and pilot year for Glencoe Geometry 

  Castle Learning Assessment and Learning Resources for Science 

 

 Kenneth Behling, Librarian and Media Specialist - Class Constitutions - 

Mr. Behling’s SIS Library classes created “Class Constitutions” where 

students developed rules and rewards to encourage self-discipline and 

responsible behavior. Mr. Behling is creating authentic learning experiences 

using interactive technology to engage students and encourage them to begin 

to take charge of their learning. For example, many fifth grade students have 

expressed an interest in learning how to create audio visual projects. Mr. 

Behling is beginning to develop curriculum support tools that incorporate 

Windows Movie Maker for student to present research work. 

 

 Christina Sweeney, English Teacher and ELA Learning Coach - 7th Grade Summer Reading Celebration 

- Seventh grade students used their new tablets to share artifacts from their summer reading experiences. Each 

student conducted short book talks about their summer reading.  After listening to their peers, the students came 

away from the experiences with a new list of "must read" titles. 

     
  



 Christine Velez, Science Teacher - 8th Grade Science - Grade 8 Science students in Ms. Velez’ classes are 

moving full speed ahead with tablet use in the classroom. The tablet has become the actual “notebook” for 

students since they are using the OneNote program. All documents are shared with students through OneNote 

and students are able to share their completed assignments instantaneously. The transition from paper to tablet 

has been challenging at times, but students have been supportive of each other – quick to lend a hand when 

fellow classmates are unsure of what to do. Students have been actively using the tablets to complete 

classwork, homework and even lab activities. It has been an exciting start to the school year in Grade 8 Science. 

 

 Constitution Day, September 17, 2014 - Mary Ellen Klock, Social Studies Teacher and Curriculum 

Leader - Sixth graders used Junior Scholastic Magazine’s Constitution Week resources.  They read an article 

about Mary Beth Tinker and her role in the landmark Supreme Court case, “Tinker v. Des Moines”, and her 

mission to teach children about their First Amendment Rights.  Students received a copy of the Bill of Rights, 

and worked on “Understanding Civics: Constitution Week Challenge” as a homework assignment.  They had to 

ask a parent if they knew about Constitution Day.  As a follow up, students wrote an essay about a cause they 

would stand up for and what steps they would take to achieve it. 

 

AM announcements on the morning of September 17th included student readings of the Preamble to the 

Constitution.  Following announcements, the students studied the Preamble in their classrooms.   

Eighth graders celebrated Constitution Day in a variety of ways.  Here were some of the discussion starters:  

 What is the Constitution? 

 How did the Framers create the Constitution to set up a plan for government?   

 How does the Bill of Rights fit into the Constitution – why is it important to citizens? 

 What is the Preamble and what was the Framers’ purpose in writing it?   

The Declaration of Independence promised things such as: 

 A government that is created to protect people’s basic rights (which can’t be taken away). 

 Freedom from tyranny (absolute rule) and a say in the creation of laws that govern them. 

 How did the Constitution help to fulfill the promises of the Declaration of Independence? 

 How might our country be different if the Constitution had not been ratified? 

And connected to the 8th grade Social Studies Curriculum and the study of immigration:   

 How would immigrants be drawn to America based on what they learn about the Constitution? 

 Why might the Constitution so important to immigrants who have migrated to the United States? 

 

 Colleen Sheehy, Art Teacher - Public Showing for Somers High School Senior Art Student - Becca Raffo, 

a senior at Somers High School, exhibited her photography, drawings, and paintings at the Somers Library 

during the month of September with an opening on the 13th.  Her one woman show highlighted a collection of 

her original artwork and photography at the Somers Library. 

     
Becca is a member of the Art National Honors Society, the Fashion, Art and Photo Clubs, the National Honor 

Society and the co-president of the Environmental Club. She has received high school awards in drawing, 

painting, and fashion. Becca is a recipient of the Girl Scout Gold Award. Her project demonstrated that art is a 

universal language among people of different cultures. Becca connected children in Mt. Kisco, NY and Nicaragua 

through art classes she led in both places. Her project culminated with an event that strengthened the whole 

community by bringing together diverse people to paint a mural she designed and which is now permanently 

installed at the Family Center in Neighbors Link Northern Westchester. Her outstanding achievement was 

recognized by the Office of the New York State Attorney General which awarded the “Triple C Award” to Becca 

in 2014. 



 Arts & Ed - Red Grammar “Musical Show” - Thanks to the PTA, students and staff enjoyed an assembly 

presented by Red Grammar. Kindergarten, First and Second graders enjoyed the concert in mid-September. Red 

sang interactive songs about character, conflict, resolution and community and had everyone singing and chanting 

along. 

 

     
 

 6th grade orientation - SMS School Counseling a Department    

In August, the students entering grade 6 at SMS were assisted by 7th and 8th grade 

orientation helpers. The students learned how to open their lockers and had a tour of 

their new school. 

 

 PLD Learning in SMS - Students in Mr. Lopez's Spanish 7 class 

using the tablets to practice their vocabulary using the online app 

"Quizlet". 

 

 

 

 

 Somers Middle School Welcomes Visitors from South Korea Interested in Learning More about our 

Implementation of Personal Learning Devices - A contingency of South Korean educators – most of them 

working in the field of instructional technology – visited Somers Middle School as guests of the district and our 

technology partner, Microsoft Education.  Mr. Chris White, Director of Technology, along with Dr. Ray Blanch 

shared our implementation process in our PLD initiative.  The visitors asked some questions – similar to the very 

ones we had when beginning the process of ensuring that all middle and high school students would receive 

tablets – how do we ensure that students are using them for learning and not solely social purposes?  What do we 

do if a device breaks?  Our answers involved being prepared and teaching students how to use these powerful 

technology tools for learning and not just for socializing or recreation! 

 

After a brief presentation and time for Q&A, the visitors split into three smaller groups and visited ELA, Music 

and Science classrooms where they observed students using their tablets for a variety of learning tasks!  It was 

wonderful to see how in a very short time, students and teachers have truly begun to use these tools for a variety 

of learning tasks!   

 

 Grade 5 – Sharon King - Environmental Education - Hilltop Hanover Local Farm, Yorktown 

Fifth graders visited Hilltop Hanover Farm to learn about sustainability and farming. The students explored a 

compost pile, greenhouses, bee hives, chicken 

coops, and various gardens. They also tasted some 

fresh picked vegetables that were grown on the 

farm. The students are in the midst of their memoir 

and narrative writing unit and hopefully some will 

choose to write about what we learned at the farm. 

 

   



 

 Grade 4 - Linda Belger - Arts & Ed – Theatreworks, USA Corp. “We the People” - Fourth graders 

experienced this hip musical revue that sets civic lessons to a rockin’ beat. Students learned about democracy, 

elections and the three branches of government. This production left students inspired to get involved and ready 

to make a difference! 

 

 Lara Davidson and Jodi Amaditz - Students as Editors - Students in 6th grade helped each other to edit their 

Small Moment writing piece using the helpful tool called Editor's Checklist. The whole class was very 

enthusiastic as they edited one another's work constructively, helpfully and kindly!   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christine Brooks - Garment District Outing, NYC - In October, the Fashion Marketplace Class took a trip to 

the garment district in NYC to learn how to navigate, source and shop for fabrics and trims for collection 

purposes. Visiting B & J Fabrics, Fabrics & Fabrics, and M & J Trimming, students used their sketches and 

research to aid them in choosing fabrics and trims to 

create their designs. Working within the year's theme of 

cultures, students will use 

their inspiration and skills 

to create a collection for 

the annual fashion 

exhibition. They will now 

begin constructing their 

collections, which will 

appear in June at the 

Passport to Style 

Exhibition taking place at the HS. 

 

 Joan Scerbo - Award Given to AP Italian Student - On October 6, the President of the Somers Italian Club, 

Michael Battiato received an Italian Excellence Award at the Antonio Meucci Lodge in White Plains, in 

celebration of Italian Heritage and Culture Month.  Some of the officials in the photos are Prof. Carlo Davoli 

(Italian Consul of NY), Cav Uff. Joseph Sciame (Italian Heritage & Culture Committee of NY), and Prof. Carlo 

Sclafani, former Italian Professor emeritus of Westchester Community College. Michael is currently a student in 

the Advanced College Italian class. 

 

 

   
 


